Still.Desire.You. - The Story

David Stuart comes from a long line of Nova Scotian boat builders, has a close emotional attachment to the sea and a special skill for shaping wood; everything from the delicate curves of a dory’s prow to hand bent Shaker-style nesting baskets.  He’s a meticulous man with a deep devotion to preserving the skills and values of a world that is rapidly disappearing.  David runs a small business called The FOG Shop (From Old Guys), selling the fruits of his labour to tourist who come every summer to watch him hand building dories.  Hectic summers followed by lonely winters on a deserted shore. 

The relationship that will change his life begins with a song on the radio – an arrangement of an old folk tune that emotionally bridges the gap between his real life and his romantic idealism.  The singer is a rising Maritime talent, Rose McKay. 

When Rose, fiddle in hand, begins to make a mark for herself as a singer and songwriter, David finds himself interpreting her lyrics as if they are part of an ongoing personal conversation.  He falls in love and slowly begins to believe she returns that love,  using her songs to speak to him about their secret relationship.  This growing delusion is fueled by Rose’s publicity machine and a series of misinterpreted fan/star encounters.

Under the influence of her manager/producer, Adam Clay, Rose’s career takes off.  But to David’s dismay her music becomes ever more mainstream and her fame inexorably builds a wall between the star and her fans, he included.  Her marriage to the much older Clay creates a media frenzy and drives the hurt and confused Stuart deeper into his delusion.  He is desperate to make contact and ‘save her soul’. His attempts at contact are answered by a probation order.  He is arrested and his trial acts as the framing device for our story. 

Stuart, defending himself in court,  faces an open-ended commitment to a hospital for the criminally insane.  His defense rests on convincing the judge (and the audience) that his relationship with Rose is real.  He is courting her, not stalking and she has encouraged his attentions. Arrayed against him are a “publicity grubbing” Crown prosecutor, a vengeful psychiatrist, cynical publicist and police constable who “remembers John Lennon”.  Their testimony and Stuart’s defense of his actions are the point of departure for our story, told via monologues and slightly off-kilter re-enactments of his encounters with Rose.  Initially Stuarts quick wit and Maritime charm carry the day but as the case continues the cracks in his universe begin to emerge .  He is sent for psychiatric assessment. As David struggles to deal with his growing belief that he may indeed be insane, he clings to a fixed point; Rose truly loves him.  She will appear as a witness and tell the world.  

The trial reaches its climax when Stuart and the audience are faced with the fact that his version of events is not true.  His subsequent court room breakdown leads to the appearance of Rose and their ultimate confrontation.  

